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AMOS, IV. 


tal because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Leract. 
' 


ie folemnity of thefe words ought to affect all our 
hearts. They come cloathed with authority, for they are the words 
of the living God. They therefore, claim our candid attention and 
ferious improvement. 
- In this and preceding chapters, by'the mouth of his prophet, God 
expoftulates with the children of Ifrael on. account of their idolatry, 
obftintacy and impenitence; and threatens them with his juft judg- 
ments. He had feparated them from the reft of mankind, -and affor 
ded them peculiar and endearing privileges. He received them into 
his family and nourifhed and brought them-up as children. OF couric, 
he hada claim to their beft and conftant fervices. 

In regard to their civil government, they. were under the’ direCtion 
of infinite wifdomand goodnefs.. The Lord was theirking. He gave 
them an excellent fyftem of laws well adapted to promote their nation = 
al profperity and private happinefs. He was their defence and flrong 
tower. On condition of their obedience, the Moft High promifed 
tobe their proteCtor when they fhould be invaded by enemies 5 and 
often, by an Almighty arm, were thofe enemies humbled in the duft 
beforethem. He gave them profperity and fuccefs as a people, and 
poured down upon them the richest of his bleflings. fl 

But with thefe high and diftinguifhing privileges, both civil and re- 
ligious,: they were not fatisfied. ‘They murmured, became obftinate. 
and rofe in open rebellion. ‘They refufed to fubmit to the divine ave 
thority, and lightly efteemed the God of their falvation.—For. their: 
folly and wickednefs, they were oftenreproved. On condition of rex 
turning to theirallegiance, pardon was offered. Judgments the moft 
terrible were threatened if they remained: incorrigible. The meffer 
gerof God ftood before them, holding in one hand thei inviting: book 
of mercy; andinthelother, the flern decrees of. juftice. In the 
mild words of an affeCtionate parent, were they often im portuned tor 
forfake their fins. If this'did not reclaim them, they were a 3 
in the folemn language of feverity ; 3 and were compelled to hear: the 
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wrave dentticiations of a righteous Judge. If mercies did@nor ead | 
them to repentance, the fad reverfe,—defolating judgments were fent — 
upon them. By this variety of means, they were at times, partially. 
reformed ; but when calamities were removed, they foon relapfed 
into their former ftupidity and rebellion. ‘They proved themfelves to 
be a ftiff-necked and uncircumcifed people in heart and ears ; for they, 
from generation to generation, refifted the Holy Ghoft. They perfe- 
cuted the prophets of the Lord and flew thofe who fhewed the coming 
of the Juft One. hecho deuled MAS hus titles cate in 
_ At length, the prophet Amos was raifed up as a fervant of the Lord. 
He plainly told them they were a difobedient and gainfaying people, 
and that they had, by their.fins, wedried thé patience of their divine 
Sovereign. » For the Lord God had fworn, by.his holinefs, that, lo, 
days of darknefs and diftrefs fhould come upon them. Accordingly 
he fent calamities to awaken them. Saith God, ‘I have {mitten you 
with blafting and milldew; when your gardens, and vineyards, and 
your fig-treés:increafed, the palmer worm devoured them: Yet have 
ye not returned unto me, faith the Lord.. Ihave fentamong you the — 
eftilence; your young men have I flain with the fword., I have over- 
thrown fome of youas God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah; and 
ye were-as a brarid plucked out of the burnings yet have ye not. re- 
turned unto me faith the Lord.” Thusdidithe.Moft Highicondes 
{cend to.expoftulate with them. He, by his prophets, ftated:facts! to 
them and.in the moft tender and pathetic manner, invited their re- 
AYA. on ves Oa Wt okt Hee . TG SRS PAM 
_ To-give'them abundant evidence of his truth and munificence, he 
never failed to deal kindly with them when they repaired to him and. 
xeverenced chis inftitutions. He caufed their fields to yield in abund- 
ance and their flocks to multiply. Health and the rich enjoyments of 
life were beftowed upon them with a liberal hand. But: thefe good 
things too often hardened theminimpenitence. sc leary) 
_ ‘The hiftory of God’s dealings with the people of Ifrael and of their 
conduct in adverfity and profperity, affords usa ftriking leffon, of in- 
firu€tion. Human nature is the fame in every age, and God. is» the 
fame forever. . If moral defection and obftinate rebellion were predo- 
yninant chara¢teriftics of that people, we may learn what men are, at 
the prefent day. After trying that nation with mercies and judg- 
ments, and proving the hardnefs of their hearts, if God faw it necef-~ 
fary to confign them over to deftruction, we haveindubitable evidence: 
atiit,will be juft and neceflary to punifh impenitent finners in every 
‘Phe wicked fhall not efcape, when he calleth for their fouls. 
Jarge portion of the Ifraelites when the text.was uttered, had be- 
like ftubble, fit for nothing but» the devouring flame. « They 
yére unfruitful.in good works, wouldinot repen‘t, but would) perfe- 
ere in wickednefs. . All the falutary and powerful means which God, 
took to reclaim them, proved ineffectual. From his. mercies, they 
encouraged themfelves.to grow more boid infin, ‘When the Sree gn ee: 
RIE Oh abba ah, Boe ML BO ee ere emeiiaine  t)\% ieee 
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wafted the lives of fome, others, who efeapedlits ravages, ‘refuted to? 
humble themfelves before their Maker. | 
_ Having now ufed allthe means which he thought evpedifi, having 
fent upon them bleflings and calamities, and, by his fervants, ‘admo- 
nifhed them of their danger, and yet ‘no. thorough reformation being 
effected, ‘he declareth in the text his awful determination. “He was 
about to make them, at leaft a part of them, wretched like the mifer- 
able inhabitants of ‘the cities of -the plain. He fpeaketh unto them as 
if his purpofe were'fixed. ‘They mutt fall before ‘his ‘_power—muft 
experience his holy indignation—muft die—muft come to judgment? 
* Therefore, faith be, thus willT-do-unto thee.2” dnd becan/é f will “do 
this unto thee, prepare to meet thy Ged, Olfrael. ‘Asif he had faid, I 
have waited long on thee and, in vain, have waited for thy return — 
Neither calls nor invitations, warnings nor threatnings, ° encourage~ 
ments nor promifes, have‘had their defved effet.  To.thee; has been 
adit lt the faireft profpeét of temporal profperity and future felici« 
Ket haft thou nct returned unto me. But thou haft hardened thy- 
feiF in iniquity and fpurned atthe hand that has upheld thee. By thy 
repentance and return, Iam to receive no praife from thy lips: © No 
incenfe of gratitude afcends: up to heaven from the altar of thy heart. — 
Thy voice of prayer and adoration is not heard. Yet will I not be — 
robbed of my glory—I will not lofe my praife. Mine authority fhall 
be aflerted and my power made known. As a veflel of -wrath, thou | 
thalt be filled with my fury 5 for vengeance is in my heart. I will 
tread: thee down in mine anger, and I will bring down thy ftrength — 
to the earth. Ican make the wrath of man to praife me, and glorify 
dion j is, dreadful as it 
mutt? be; to meet an irreconciled God, terrible as are the thoughts ‘Of 
dying in a ftate of fin and of. ahdinig: in the prefence of thy ‘final | 
Judge—prepare for the event. Ad ae for a folemn meeting: with 
thy God. 

In language of this. nature, ee finners been’ addreffed. The 
fame janguageis applicable to all the impenitent; efpecially to thofe 
who have been called and awakened, but have relapfed into their for- 
mer ftate of ftupidity. Let fuch perfons be reminded of ‘that’ ap- 
proaching hour when they muft appear before the bar of juttice; shi 
receive an adjudication for eternity. 

In further difcourfing from the ‘words of the text, we may contem._ 
plate the divine determination exprefled—attend to the purport of the — 
phrafe, prepare to meet thy God—and ise briefly, what is ia ds an ‘ 
preparation for future glory. 

In'the firft place, we may dom ta plate: the divide determination’ i it’ 
regard to man, faith God becau/e I will do this unto thee. deka dal 
_ Without confining ourfelves to the fimple meaning of thefe words, 
as they ftand in their conneCtion, we may obferve, that God ' will’ do 
that which is for his glory. He is a holy fovereign, and in all his pro- 
vidences and works,. he will maintain his own dignity and fupremacy.. 


Rei is gdstermined to be glorified by. every event, and by the whole fy 
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tem of intelligences. If his rational creatures will not cheerfully 
fubmit to his authority and willingly praife his name,, he will honor 
himfelf, by bringing on them the terror of his majefty, and difplaying 
_ the attribute of his juftice. We may de affured he will vindicate his 
character, fupport his law and government, and be admired by all his _ 
faints, though tranfgreffors be reje€ted and devoted to final perdi- 
tion. i 4 

It is the divine determination in regard to man in the Chriftian 
world, that he havea flate'of proteCtion—the means of grace—and 
calls of the gofpel—-—that.he have life and death placed before him— 
that he beat liberty to chufe or refufe—and that he be eventually treat- 
ed according as he uses this liberty, - Tothofe under the light of the 
gofpel, the Lord Jefus muft be preached, and a way of: efcape from 
_ the demerit of fin. . All who-break off their iniquities. by. repentance 
and répair to Chrift as the great Savior, fhall be accepted—fhall have, 
in the prefent world, peace of confcienceand rejoicing in the Lord; 
and in the world to come, life everlafting. .'Thofe, who do not repent 
and believe in Chrift,thall be monuments of his wrath, fhall experience 
diftrefs and pain, difappointment and rebuke here: on earth, and’ all 
the anguifh and horrors of hellin eternity, God is determined, that 
men fhall be fenfible of the rectitude of his government in the dif- 
play of his mercy, in faving hisdear children; and of his juftice in 
the condemnation of impenitent finners : fo that every mouth fhall 
_ be topped, and no flefh glory in his prefence. 

God is determined that men, in this Chriftian land, fhall ‘have evi- 
dence, as far as his word and providences can furnifh evidence, that 
he is-poffeffed of every amiable perfedtion—that he is merciful, flow 
to anger, full of compafhon and tendernefs to all the meek and hums 
ble fubjeéts.of his kingdom. They fhal! have evidence, that God is 
terrible in majefty, mighty in power and juft in his dealings towards 
the incorrigible ; and that hecan punifh them in perfect confiftency 
with his benevolenee and holinefs. ‘nT: ee 
. If any perfon doubt whether it be fit and juft for the Moft High’ to 
frown on the wicked, let him call to mind the wretchednefs which 
the inhabitants of the old world experienced, the fiery ftorm, that de- 
fcended on Sodom and Gomorrah, the frequent judgments fent upon 
the Ifraelites and Gentile nations and the unparalleled calamities of the 
Jews when their city and temple were, at laft, deftroyed, and they 
who efcaped the famine and peftilence, were difperfed abroad in: the 
earth. df thefe examples do not fuffice, let him reflect on the recent 
diftrefles experienced in the large cities and. in fome fmaller towns in 
our land. |, Let hira new look abroad, and fee what God is now doing. 
before his eyes. Let him walk to the houfes of his neighbors and’ be- 
hold the forrow vifible in their countenances—the helplefs: fick racked 
with pain and panting for breath—let him listentothe groans of the 
dying, and the fighs and lamentations of the afflicted. Suet him: fur- 
vey the folemn funeral proceffion bearing the dead to the home of fi- 
lence 3 and let him enter the grave. yard and weep over the the wee 
| me | “infant 
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infant and fprightly youth, who-have prematufely gone down to the 
congregation of the dead, Having now felt for other’s woes, vifited 
houfes of diftrefs, ftood by the beds of languifhing, noticed the pen- 
five countenanices of mourning friends, and feen the remains of the 
deceafed depofited in the lonely tomb—let him not doubt. but God 
may be juft and ftil frown on men. _ pie a | 
Tf it be right for God to exhibit his difpleafure at fin, and caufe 
pains to be endured inthis world, we do not fee but it will be right to 
punith finners in the other world. He is forever the fame. It was 
from eternity right, that diftrefs fhould come upon the children of 
difobedience  andif God hath fo ordered that fin be attended with 
bitter confequences in the prefent flate, we may be affured it will be 
attended with tenfold more bitter confequences in the rewarding ftate, 
Sin is the fame in its nature and tendency in both worlds; and is in- 
diflolubly connected with mifery. : . 
Inhis,holy difpenfations, God is determined to frown on fome cities, 
towns and families, and caufe them to drink the wormwood and the 
gall, till they have exhaufled the cup of calamities; whilft, at the same 
time, others enjoy health and a rich profufion of his bounty. Of his 
purpofe to chaftife, you my hearers, mutt be fenfible ; for you have felt 
the rod. A dreadful cloud charged with divine indignation and re- _ 
plete with terror, hangs over this town and already is it burfting om 
your heads. ‘To an uncommon degree, has ficknefs prevailed among 
you, and it ftill prevails. By a wafting. and malignant diforder, a 
number of your beloved friends and intimate acquaintance, has beer 
fummoned into eternity.* The fick are numerous ; deaths are multi- 
plied beyond any former example in this town and difconfolate mourn- 
ers walk about the ftreets. It is withyouafolemntime. Your afilic- 
tions do n0t {pring out of the ground, nor ave the prevailing ficknefs _ 
and mortality to be imputed to accident. The Lord is in the midi of 
you with a mighty hand. What you have experienced and may exe 
perience is.an effect from the great caufe of all events. God hath de. 
termined to-chaftife this people, and to fhew them his righteous anger. 
It is not meant to be infinuated, that you, in this town, are more de. 
ferving of divine judgments than others. Your moral characters are 
not afcertained by external circumftances adverfe or propitious. But 
of this be aflured, the Moit High doth not bring upon you more griev- 
ious calamities than you merit by your fins.. Hehath, heretofore, im 
| kindnefs. 


‘* Nineteen persons deceased in less than ten weeks, froin August 10: te Océ. 
13, and eight of them in six days. Many others were sick. The Epidemic, 
whieh was a putrid dyssentary, attacked most of the people of the houses where 
at entered ; and visited families that had not communicated with the diseased. 

The town which is small containing by Census 756 inhabitants, had been re- 
markably healthy, in general, from its first settlement. The average'of deaths 
from its incorporation had been about six to a year, and not more than two of 
them adults. Of those who died in this sickly season, thirteen were children, 

ten of them under five years of age. The other six were members of the church, 
and one of them in each space of ten years. between twenty angeighty, = * 
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kiridnefs and mérey pafled before you; and in point of privilege, exalts 
ed you toheaven, From theinfancy of the town, you have had the 
_ gofpel’preached ‘to you in its power and purity by your Paftor. now la- 
boring in another‘part of the vineyard,} you ‘have had line upon line 
and precept upon precept. , God hath been pleafed to afford the a- 
waking influences of his fpirit at fevefal times. \ At no remote period, 
the attention of miany of you was called up tothe important concerns 
of your fouls, and the folemn inquiry was made, What you /fhould do to 
— befavéd. But what have been the effeéts? Some we would humbly 
hope, have been favingly benefited by fecuring an intereft in Chrift. 
But what cam be faid of many, efpeciallyy many youth who appeared 
ferious, borne down under a fenfe of their guilt and folicitous to make 
their calling and eleCtion fare? Do they give evidence of a renewed 

heart? Are they now ferious and prefling into the kingdom of heaven ? 
Does fin fit heavy on their minds ? Do they fhun the company of the vain 
and gay; and when finners entice dothey refufe to confent ? Or is 
the'awful reverfe true ? Are they not as thoughtleféand wnaffefted as 
ever—as much given to mirth and vanity as any of their rude com- — 
panions? ‘They have been called, but have they not refufed? Let 
them be reminded, that their laft eftate is worfe than the firft and that 
they need tremble left'they have rejefted the counfel of God againft 
themfelves.. He hath afforded them the means of grace and awaken- 
ed them by his fpirit: And now‘perhaps, he hath determined to call 
them toan account. Let them, therefore, be in readinefs for the e- 
vent. : } 
~The Moft High hath tried you as a people with mercies innumera- 
ble. He hath beftowed on you rich bleffings fpiritual and tempo- 
ral. Have you rendered unto him according to his benefits? Have 
you been fruitful in love and abundazt in pood~ works ? For divine 
goodnefs and compaflion, have your hearts overflowed with gratitude ? 
Have you become the humble difciples of the bleffed Jefus ¢ Or have 
you become hardened in ways of iniquity and callous to divine impref- 
fions ? It feems, from what you now experience, that the Lord, for 
fome reafon, is greatly difpleafed, and is determined to fend calamities 
upon you. He hath tried mercies, which, it appears have not led you 
to repentance. Judgments, in an awful manner, are now coming up-' 
on you; and he is bringing evils, which you cannot efcape. And e- 
eaufe he doeth this, prepare to meet your God. You will not confider 
thefe words as addrefled to Ifrael alone. They are this day addreffed 
to you. They come pointed direétly at you. With the commanding 
authority of Jehovah, they give to you a folemn warning. Prepare 
therefore to meet your God. We hath determined ye fhall fee days of 
adverfity. Let each one for himfelf prepare for what is coming. Ye, 
who are inthe decline of life, under the preffure of years, bending 
over the grave, the admonition is toyou. To you, fhortly the won- 
acl | ithe | | _ ders 
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ders of eternity will be unfolded. The gentle light of heaven, im alt 
its glory, willfhine into your minds ; or, the darknefs of endlefs 
death will overwhelm you with its horrors. Soon are you to meet, 
not anearthly conqueror or prince, but your God. In a pofture of 
readinefs, be waiting for the approaching hour. ‘Thofe of you, who 
are active and in the midft of your days, are alfo called upon to pre- 
pare to ftandin the unveiled prefence of the Redeemer. Ye are to re- 
ceive thefe words as a meflage from above fent to you at this time for 
-the very purpofe of exciting you to prepare for another world. . Set 
your‘houfesinorder. The warning is loud and folemn. ‘The fhafts 
of death are {wiftly flying, and: they may fuddenly fix on you: Per- 
haps the determination is; ye ball foon die and not live. Youth and 
children, how like the voice of an angel, do thefe words found “in 
your ears ! Prepare, prepare, for God is.coming in dreadful majefty. 
Do ye inquire who is coming—who that. is glorious in his apparel, 
travelling in the greatnefs of his ftrength ?. It is the ;Great Eternal 
who-willtread you; that are his enemies, in his anger and trample you 
in his fury. The mighty God is drawing near, prepare to meet him. 
He is on the way bearing the ftandard of his omnipotence before him. 
‘Behold your fellow youth falling into the grave in quick fucceflion.— 
Be ready for his approach ; for if ye be overtaken on furprife, ye will 
be deftroyed as were the people of the old world. Stand prepared by 
humble repentance 3 or ye will be crufhed by the hand of divine juftice. 
Gonfider this, left ye be tornin pieces and there be none to deliver. God is 
travelling towards you in the greatnefs of his ftrength. Of your age, 
may be feen among your neighbours and friends, the fick, the afflicted, 
the dying, and the dead. The young, as well as others, may and do 
fall victims to the king of terrors Therefore prepare to meet your God. 
Perhapsit is determined this is the laft difcourfe you will ever hear 
from this place—this the laft meeting, till you meet your righteous 
‘Judge. Life is now peculiarly uncertain. Death is widely fpreading 
’ deftruction around and among you. Itisafolemn time—a time to 
prepare for gloomy events. The callis prefling and alarming, Heark- 
en to the perfuafive voice of heaven that your fouls may live. 
- Impenitent finners are all folicited to make a paufe before their feet 
ftumble upon the dark mountains. Ifthey are unprepared, they will 
know what it is to fall into the hands of the living God. They will learn 
‘by fatal experience the force of his threatening when he faith, “I will. 
meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the 
‘caul of their hearts, and there will I devour:them as a lion. | 

If. As was propofed, let us attend to the purport of the phrafe, pre. 
“pare to meet thy God. — Reavy 
~ Tt may be underftoodin feveral fenfes. . 

1. We will confider it as an ironical expreffion. Then it will bean 
-addrefs like the following: Guilty mortals, often warned and invited 
to return to your God, yet remaining’in a <ftate of rebellion, hear 
and tremble. Prepare for the miferies that are coming upon you.— 
‘Since ye reject the offers of pardon and will not liften to the voice of the 
hak Pes Ss GM Se oe charmer 
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charmer, charming never fo, wifely—fince ye defpife the Redeemer and 
will not become his.friends, fince ye feel felf fufficient, important and 
think your mountain ftands ftrong, and fince God hath determined: ye 
fhall fee days of forrow, endure diftrefs, and, without repentance, 
fhall find no peace in this nor ina coming world ;-exert yourfelves. to 
the utmoft to defeat my purpofes.. . You pretend to great ability and 
ftrength. Make a thorough trialof your power. Prepare to meet your 
Go. Bring the matter to a crifis, You have long refifted the 
divine authority ; and becaufe fentence againft an evil work is not 
fpeedily executed, your hearts are fet in you todo evil. If you are 
fo felf-fuflicient and haughty in heart as to. defy my vengeance, you 
fhall be tried. Be prepared to meet aholy God. ‘If, with the bravery 
of infernal furies, you dare engage in conte(t with an Almighty Be. 
ing, be prepared. Fortify yourfelves for a meeting fo. near at hand. 
He who imbabiteth eternity is coming—fhortly ye thall fee whether ye 
are able to ftand before him. ‘The meeting willbe decifive. ‘here- 
fore prepare your weapons of defence, and for once exert your pow- 
er. Refiftthedreadful arm of Jehovah, if you are able, and prepare 
to fuftain the fhock of divine vengeance. Let your fellow finners 
know what ftrength there isin man. Difplay your defperate courage 
and make an effort to ward off the thunderbolts of heaven. “Swell 
your big hearts with the pride of your greatnefs and rufh with unfha- 
ken. refolution, on the bofles of God’s buckler. Your time to 
prepare for the combat is fhort.. Be active and in-readinefs; for the 
iffue willfhow whether youor God muft bow—whether you are to 
take the throne or He is there ftill to fitin judgment. If you are van- 
—Quifhéd, you will be treated as unpardonable rebels. Your prifon 
will be the abode of defpair, and your punifhment the fire that is 
never quenched. Thus God challenges you, who have not repented, to 
meet him. By your practice, you have been and are now challenging 
him. You have acted the part of enemies, you are his enemies at 
heart. Do not flatter yourfelves you will fucceed in. your wicked ways5 
for you will not beable to fland injudgment. Fling down the weap- 
ons of rebellion. Defpair of fuccefs by refiftance.. Continue no 
longer in the deplorable ftate of fin; but fly to Jefus for refuge and 
he. will prove to you an all-fufficient Savior. | 
' 2. Prepare to meet God in his rebukes, and to endure affliction 
with chriftian fortitude and patience. In the world ye will have tri- 
bulation. . Since ye cannot efcape trials, learn to pafs through them 
with humble refignation. The prefent is a ftate of diftrefs and dif- 
appointment. Never was it defigned for a high ftate of happinefs.— 
Your pureft joys are marred with fin and trouble. Were not a better » 
ftate revealed in fcripture, who would not finkinto defpair! Who 
would wade through the calamities of life and not be fatigued with 
exiftence, were not peaceful manfions preparéd in the kingdom of 
God! Buthope, if fixed on Jefus, like an anchor, fecures the foul 
awhen toffed on the boifterous fea of life and makes eternity appear 
glorious.. You mutt all experience pain and death; but let ata 
: | | | ave 
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have its perfect work. Go forward with fubmiffion, remembering 
that Chrift was made perfect through fuffering, and ye will be prepay 
‘red to meet God in peace. ) of 
3. The phrafe, prepare to meet God, may be confidered as an exhor- 
tation to penitence. In the midft of divine threatnings, we often find: 
- calls to reformation. God declares he will do this, i. e. he will pun’ 
ifh the incorrigible with everlafting deftruCtion ; yet thofe, who wil 
prepare to meet him by turning from their fins, fhall be gracioufly ac: 
cepted. Therefore, prepare to meet him on his own terms——mee: 
him on gofpel ground—mect him as a reconciled God in Jefus Chrift. 
and be intitled to all the happinefs of his faints. But, in order to this. 
ou obferve there ig a command to prepare. This preparation, — 

” TiI. Is the great and capital thing. You muftall meet God, what. 
ever be the ftate of your hearts. Saints and finners muft ftand befor: 
the fon of man. Butnone, except thofe who are prepared, will be jul’ 
tified. And how important is this ! Who'will dare to die,who dare t. 
live—to live a moment in a ftate of fin ? ee 
Preparation to meet God, implies faith and repentance. All in’ 
ftate of nature are unprepared. A work of grace effected by th: 
power of the holy fpirit upon the foul, is neceflary to falvation. © Y 
muft beborn again. A new life muft be begun in the foul accompar” 
ied with aéts of holy obedience. ‘This is the work of God. “ Fr 
not by works of righteoufnefs which ye have done, but according toe 
mercy, are ye faved, by the wafhing of regeneration and renewing & 
the Holy Ghoft.” : : toon Om 
~ In order to divine acceptance, repentance towards God and faith © 
the Lord Jefus Chrif are indifpenfible. Evangelical repentance d 6 
not confiftin the terrors of the law nor the fear of punifhment 5 but » 
a holy mourning for fin as committed againft God. The true penite: 
is in bitternefs of foul that he has difhonored his merciful creator, ai. 
treated the holy faviour with negle&t. It pains him to the heart, th 
hehasrifen upagainft the divine government, which now appe: 
















righteous and blefled, Heis not anxious about his own {falvation pi és 

vided God can be glorified. He ishumbledin the duft under a fer”, 
- of his own ingratitude, guilt and vilenefs. Heappears to himfelf t. 
moft finful, unworthy and loathfome wretch in all the creation of Go ~ 
and admires, that he has not long fince been configned over to we” 
His own works fink down into infignificance, and appear no- bet? = 
than filthy rags. Hedefpairs of juftification by the deeds ofthe 1 
and relies folely on the merits of Chrift.. With perfé& pleafure 
contemplates the divine character and the glorious plan of redempti 
‘by the faviour. If he looks into himfelf he difcovers nothing but ~~ 
‘moft filthy pollution. In God he fees every amiable perfection. 17” 
amazing contraft between the divine purity and holittefs; and his oF 
depraved heart brings.him to the feet of Jefus. He exalts the Lo | 
and abafes himfelf. _ Every thing in himfelfis odious,’ Every ‘thing 
God is glorious. -The law is juft and Chrift is altogether lovely. ee 
exercifes a lively faith inthe faviour and places in him pleafing co.” 
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lence. On his mercy, he unrefervedly cafts himfelf—rejoices, in his 
ove and fullnefs—and fweetly reclines on his promifes. To him Chrift 
s every thing—his only and his bleffed portion. Like the devout 
Pfalmilt, he can fay, Whom have Ijn heaven but thee, and there is none on 
arth I defire befides thee. | | 
_ Exercifes of this kind embrace true repentance and faving faith, 
without which no one is prepared for glory above. Of this you are, no 
loubt, fenfible ; for you have been taught it, as often as you have read 
your bibles. You know, at leaft fpeculatively, that an abhorrence of 
in, alove of holinefs and a delight in the divine government and plan 
f falvation by Jefus, are neceflary to eternal life. To prepare for 
inion withthe holy fociety of heaven, finners have clear evidence, 
hat they muft humble themfelves before their Maker, muft. come to 
Phrift, dependant creatures, poor and needy, empty of themfelves, de- 
lloring the vileneis of their affections, andthe hardnefs of their hearts. 
‘hey snow enough to prepare to meet God, to praife and pray, if 
heir hearts were rights Their moft damning fin is not the fin of igno- 
ance, Itisthe fin of unbelief. They will not believe the words of 
ruth, though cloathed with all the authority of God. After they 
ave heard the command, this day, coming from the mouth of the - 
word, it is to be feared that fome of them will return home and not o- 
ey. The truth of it is, they do not believe the Moft High is pronoun- 
‘ng thefe awful words in their ears, prepare to meet thy God. They 
9 not intendtomeet him, ‘They hope never to draw. near the holi- 
efs of his majefty. The veil of unbelief conceals from them the ap- 
soaching God, and their own danger. Thence they take occafion to 
ntinue in impenitence, and procraftinate preparation for eternity. | 
or the truth of this, the appeal is made to you—to you dire€tly who | 
ave nointereftin Chrift. Have you come to a fixed refolution to 
“epare to meet your God ? Do you mean to begin this great work this 
iy—this very day ? Are you determined to feek firft the kingdom of 
od? Do you defign now and all your days to plead for the pardon of 
yur finsand to live devoted tothe faviour? Have you come to this 
nclufion? If we could look into your hearts as God doth, probably 
e thould find you have no fuch determination. As foon as. you be- 
ve it neceflary, you, no doubt, mean te prepare. But it muft be 
_artime and not God’s time, which isnow. Letit be afked, do you 
_zend to kneel before your Maker before you_retire toreft this eve- 
ag and beg for mercy? Wehave reafon to conclude that fome of 
u have never once prayed in the courfe of your lives, nor even at- 
-npted it. Under various pretences, you have excufed yourfelves 
ym thisduty. But the fa& is, youdo not love prayer ; if you did, 
_ your excufes by which you attempt to quiet confcience, would van- 
ina moment.—How gloomy and mournful is your ftate, while 
alive without prayer and Godin the world! How forbidding the 
nes that will foon opento your aftonifhed. mind! If like the all- 
jing eye, we could furvey futurity, we might fee the grim meflenger _ 
b: death walking by your fide and the fatal commifhion executed. a 7h 
i outers Zak 1 ge age eae might 
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might we not fee you trembling before the bar of divine juitice, and, 


being tried, found guilty, leaving the feat of judgment, to he down in. 


eternal anguifh of foul ? Itisto be feared that fome of -you,; whom 


God now calls, will never repent, but yeas into the other world b: 


unprepated. Your time is fhort’at the longett. Inftances of mortal- 


ity are numerous and you or you may be the iubject of the next funcral.. 


Prepare then to meet your Ged. “te eS igre 
In many waysare perfons called to meet God. They: muft meet 
him in his holy providences—in his mercies and frowns—in afitiction 
and profpérity—in ficknefs and in health—in death and (O, tremen- 
dous thought,) in judgment. Tomeet God at laft, how important, 


pafling all conception ! The hour will come with inexpreflible’ folem- _ 
nity. Many circumftances will confpire to render it folemn. ‘The . 


vatt congregation compofed of holy and finning angels, of faints and 
finners, will make itfolemn. The horrid works of darknefs then dif- 


‘clofed to the view ofall intelligences, will make it folemn. — In heay- 
en and hell will reign an awful folemnity, when Chrift the Judge fhall — 


pronounce the unalterable fentence on the juft and on the unjuft. 


‘The meeting, therefore, for which we are commanded to prepare, ~ 


will be folemn. 3 


Toconclude, be folicited to feck God while he may be found) and 


call upon him while he if near, ** To day if ye wil! hear his voice hare 


den not your hearts.” To-morrow it may be toolate. Thofe of you, 
who defer the momentous concerns of the foul, toa more convenient. 
feafon, will, it is tobe feared, be left zo cat the fruit of your ows: 
qwaysand be filled with your own devices. You are not far from the - 
grave, and may, at an unexpected moment, be launched into eternity. ~ 


Your ftate, ye unconverted finners, is dreadfully alarming. Behold 
the gulph of woe before you, opening to receive you. Behold the 
angel of death behind you with his glittering {word drawn to cut you 
afunder. In this fituation, can you reft fecure, and trifle with your 
fouls ? Will not the thunders of God’s broken law, awaken you from 
cold indifference ? Will you not be melted into repentance by the gentle 
voice of the merciful Redeemer now inviting you tothe arms of hig 
love ? Wiil you not be excited to a€ts of adoration by the joy and 
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praifes of the faints ? Will you remain unmoved by all the melody | 


‘of heaven ? Stupidity in the extreme !—If then ye are determined to 


perifh in fin, remember you yourfelves muft bear the confequences. 
It fhall not be faid you never had acall to repent and prepare to meet 
your God. You arecalled bythe diftrefling calamities with which 
this town is now vifited. The great God calls you with the folicitude 


of aparent. Unto you, O man, Icall, aud my voice is to the fons of men. 


Let none of you fay in the coming judgment ye were never called to 
repent, nor warned of your {tateand danger. If any of youdie with 
the prevailing epidemic and loofe your fouls, when you come to take 


a final departure from the blefled God, the dear Redeemer, the holy 
angels and the faints—when you are cut off from every enjoymentand — 


are turned down, to the dark and difmal prifon of defpair, do not 
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plead you never heard of that place of torment. Do not plead you 
were never commanded to prepare to meet God in the peaceful man- 


- fions of glory. Do not fay, that if you had been faithfully warned, 


you fhould have inherited an eternity of happinefs and fhunned an es 


ternity of mifery. Such pleas will be unavailing; for they are falfe, 


You will remember forever, that you were called and intreated toem- — 


brace the Lord Jefus ; but you refufed. ‘Your fin will return on 


yourfelves, and by its accumulating weight, it will crufh you down 
_ to the loweft hell. Now reflect who among you can endure the thought 


of endlefs perdition ? Who can dwell with devouring fire ? Who can 
inhabit everlafting burnings ? Is there any. one prefent who will meet 


his God unprepared ? Any one who is to inherit eternal woe? In 


what part of this houfe, on what feat does fuch an one fit? Oif that 


perfon could be pointed out tous, how would our hearts bleed over 
him! How would our eyes diffolve with tears! An end fo dreadful 


may weallefcape. Let us not enter on our eternal {tate unprepared. - 


Forbid it confcience. Forbid it, O our fouls. Forbid it heaven. 


_ Moft gracious God, how infupportable thy wrath! How irreparable 


the lofs of thine ineffable glory. In mercy, prepare us to meet, in 
thee, anapproving Judge. For the preparation of the heart and the 


~ anfwer of the tongue is from the Lord. 
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